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Session 1 – No one left behind: Re-shaping the policies to meet the SDGs 
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World leaders committed to a development agenda 16 years ago to help lift one billion individuals out of 
extreme poverty.1While the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) contributed to halving extreme 
poverty globally and reducing the number of undernourished people in developing countries by the same 
proportion,2 inequalities have been soaring and new wealth creation has not benefitted the world’s 
poorest. Population growth in sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East and South Asia has been rapid, 
increasing pressure on limited environmental resources and on sluggish job growth. If left unaddressed, 
the lack of jobs will lead to increasing poverty and inequality that might spur further migration.  

 
The 2030 agenda for sustainable development offers unprecedented opportunities to chart a more 
inclusive and sustainable future in which no one is left behind. The comprehensive and strategic nature of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) goes beyond sector-by-sector policy advice and takes into 
account trade-offs and transversal constraints to identify where a country’s efforts should focus. 
Countries must take a multidimensional view to create smart strategies3 to address such issues as 
industrialisation and production transformation, efficient production and sustainable use of natural 
resources, quality education and skills, poverty reduction and social cohesion.  
 
Exchanging best practices amongst countries at different levels of development is essential for SDG 
implementation. What also is essential is breaking siloes to scaling up the impact of the SDGs locally. This 
means identifying synergies between ongoing efforts as well as engaging a wide range of actors such as 
foundations, the private sector and local stakeholders.  
 
Session 1 gathers senior representatives from government and philanthropy to discuss ways to adapt the 
SDGs locally. These include devising policies to incorporate the multidimensionality of poverty and the 
well-being of citizens. How state and non-state actors contribute to building more inclusive societies will 
be discussed, with specific examples from Côte d’Ivoire, the Czech Republic and Morocco. Panellists also 
will discuss making social cohesion a pivotal part of the policy compass. Indeed, cohesive societies create 
space for all — including the marginalised — to contribute to decision-making and economic life. The 
resulting policies are more likely to reduce income inequality and foster inclusive and sustained growth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1. Target 1.A - http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/poverty.shtml   
2. Target 1.C - http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/poverty.shtml   
 
3
 The OECD Multidimensional Review helps countries design smart strategies for development that can reconcile the integrated 

nature of the SDGs with national action.  

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/poverty.shtml
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/poverty.shtml


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Questions for discussion: 
 

 What are examples of early efforts to “localise” the SDGs?  
 

 How are governments and institutions at national and de-centralised levels re-shaping policies 
for more inclusive and cohesive societies?  

 

 How is the SDG imperative to leave no one behind resonating in your country?  
 

 How are current multistakeholder efforts addressing extreme poverty and exclusion being 
monitored against SDG targets?  

 


